APPENDIX.
APPENDIX A.
Memoir of Col. Hugh Hughes, Deputy Quarter-Master-General of the United States, during the Revolutionary War.
It too often happens, that meritorious officers, who have served their country with singular efficiency in the staff departments of the army, are overlooked in history; and their names are lost in the blaze of glory of those very victories, which their services have so much assisted to achieve5 and without which the ahlest General would have been fettered in his operations, and his efforts paralyzed.
A well regulated Commissariat, and Quarter Master's Department, constitute the soul of an army; and it was in a great measure owing to the want of such, that the war of the Revolution was so long protracted, and the country so often placed in jeopardy, from inability to move its forces upon important emergencies. The poverty of the United States wras one great cause of the deficiencies in the Quarter Master General's department: but its improper constitution; 'and the frequent changes which were made; some of which were produced by disgust at the measures of Congress; were mainly instrumental in rendering it, at times inoperative, and at no time so effective as the exigencies of the service required.
Of the many officers of the Revolution, who served in the armies of America, and by their fidelity and zeal, contributed